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Message from the Board
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Dr. Lela Horne

My term as president ended on 10/26/19 during the annual conference. I wanted to take this
opportunity to thank all of our 2019 board members and regional liaisons for their dedication and
hard work. I also wanted to thank our members. GATESOL could not accomplish its mission
without your continued support. Together, we have moved forward.
· We hosted the TESOL International Convention.
· We attended the advocacy summit in Washington D.C. and met with legislators to support passage of the Reaching English Learners Act.
·  We created a strategic plan.
· We created the Teacher and Student of the Year awards.
· We hired an intern from Kennesaw State University and updated our website.
·  We achieved Google nonprofit status, which came with a bevy of products and support.

We did all this while continuing our mission to provide professional growth and development to
our members through our annual state-wide conference, regional training opportunities, and
educator grants.
It was a busy year, and I am humbled to have served.

Warm wishes,

Lela Horne, Ph.D.
Past President of Georgia TESOL
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Spotlight on Excellence

GATESOL received outstanding nominations for the inaugural Student of the Year Award. These students continue to inspire others through hard work and perseverance. They deserve to be celebrated. We trust that sharing these excerpts from their letters of recommendations will warm all hearts.  

Almudena Latorre
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Almudena is a 7th grader at Pine Grove Middle School in Valdosta, Georgia.  She came to the U.S. from Peru in 2018.  She is an inspiration to her teachers and to her peers for her resiliency, motivation, and adaptability to her new situation.

Almudena not only had to make the transition from Peru to America, but also the transition from living alone with her mother to living in a new house with new people, going to a new school, learning more English, and starting middle school all at the same time!

Her success has been an inspiration, both to her teachers and to her peers. Almudena earned the highest GPA this year in her entire sixth grade team, which includes over 100 students. This is an incredible accomplishment! Here are a few comments about Almudena from some of her current teachers and classmates:

"Although she's not totally fluent in English, she doesn't allow this to impede her learning, nor does she use it as an excuse to avoid work." - M. Brogdon, ELA teacher

"She is extremely determined to acclimate herself to her new environment -­ academically, socially, and culturally." - M. Rice, social studies teacher

"Almudena is attentive to detail and she is a good role model for others, with her work habits. Even though she is quiet, she works well with others and is a good peer assistant." - S. Zambelli, science teacher
"She is top notch! Top notch work ethic. She strives for excellence every day. You can just tell that education is valued. She enjoys being challenged and working hard. She's an excellent student." - S. Alcidonice, math teacher
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Jennifer Gomez Hilario

Jennifer is a 7th grader in Marietta City Schools. Each morning she greets teachers and classmates with an infectious smile that lifts spirits all day.

In classes, she never hesitates to ask for assistance or for clarification of content. She self-advocates for her own education and sees it as a way for a better life for her and her family. She gives every assignment, task, or project 100%. If she finishes early, she is always willing to help struggling students to comprehend better. Jennifer has a way of explaining things to students that seems to make more sense to them and they appreciate it. It boosts their self-confidence in their capabilities. However, Jennifer remains humble.

Jennifer arrived in the United States from Guatemala during the 2nd semester of 4th grade without any previous English proficiency. She grasped on to the knowledge she found in every textbook, workbook, worksheet, lecture, and educational video available to learn as much as she could as soon as she could! Her intrinsic motivation leads her to voluntarily ask for additional assignments beyond what is required in the classroom. She is respectful and polite to teachers and peers alike. While other students often forget to show appreciation for anything, Jennifer always says thank you with sincerity. 

She earned all A’s and one B on her final report card. She won End of the Year awards in Social Studies, Math, ELA, and Math Connections. Anyone can see that she works hard and focuses on academics. However, she also is great at managing her time and balancing her life. She loves playing soccer and claims to be pretty good at it in the neighborhood!
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Spotlight on…continued from page 2
Help Raise Money for GATESOL!



AmazonSmile is a simple way to support GATESOL.
· Go to smile.amazon.com
· Sign in with you existing Amazon.com account information
· Select our nonprofit organization (Georgia Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages)
· Then shop away!
Amazon will donate 0.5% of eligible purchases to GATESOL. We will then use that donation to fund our grants and defray the cost of our annual conference. 


Another simple way to support GATESOL is to register for a class with English Learner Portal.  We receive a portion of the proceeds when you register using the link below. Free training and resources are also available on their website (englishlearnerportal.com).

https://www.englishlearnerportal.com/a/16605/cVwXFHvg


AmazonSmile
English Learner Portal:
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Continued on page 5
Dr. Pedro Noguera
“The GATESOL travel grant that I was awarded was specifically named in honor of the memory of Beverly Benson, a leader in ESOL who left a legacy of outstanding service and compassionate dedication to her students.”
TESOL 2019 International Convention

















Rosetta Coyne

The TESOL 2019 International Convention & English Language Expo took place on March 12-15, 2019, at the Georgia World Conference Center (GWCC) in Atlanta. With much gratitude as the recipient of the Beverly Benson Travel Grant, I was able to engage, collaborate and experience the power of a global celebration with a diverse population of educators and students. The variety of events that I experienced, and the lessons learned were all captured through a pictorial history of the convention which created a powerful visual Google album. This album was created as a resource recalling both the journey of lessons learned at the convention and also about reflecting on a unique international experience filled with examples of advocacy, diversity and the power of cultural equity in action.
[bookmark: _Hlk29044013]
The GATESOL travel grant that I was awarded was specifically named in honor of the memory of Beverly Benson, a leader in ESOL who left a legacy of outstanding service and compassionate dedication to her students, as well as coauthored several resourceful textbooks that are still being used by ESL/EFL teachers. My hopes were that my use of the travel grant would not only give me an educational opportunity as a community leader to present and share my experiences but also to create a pictorial history album that reflects a powerful educational memory and speaks to all cultures in the universal language of pictures.

The keynote speakers, which included K. David Harrison’s presentation on Endangered Languages, Luciana C. De Oliveira’s presentation on Developing Expertise in TESOL: Global Considerations, Anneliese A. Singh’s presentation on Everyday Teaching, Everyday Liberation: Building the Beloved Community as Educators and Pedro Noguera’s presentation on The Power of Language, the Language of Power were all filled with personal educational journeys that supported their individual topics. The pictures in each keynote presenter’s PowerPoint clearly supported their stories and created a lasting visual impression for the diverse global audience of more than one thousand attendees. Some of these pictures were included in my pictorial history album depicting the message of each speaker. Without the pictures, the messages would be more difficult to retrieve as time lapsed. Pictures make a huge impact on the lasting message!








There were many opportunities for purchasing curriculum packets, resources in teaching, and technology programs. Other highlights included travel and worldwide teaching opportunities, numerous rotating sessions packed with teaching strategies, and a global educational poster session. All venues were visited and captured in a panoramic series of pictures. The lessons learned from each poster during the poster sessions had enough material that kept the viewers busy studying topics of personal educational interest for the entire time while on display. So many posters to appreciate within a short amount of time allowed me a quick glance of each project, like a snapshot view of each topic.  
 








One of the most noteworthy events that reflected the TESOL Convention’s theme of Where the World Comes Together was experienced at one of the preplanned extra signup sessions. An entire faculty facilitated an orientation and tour of Unidos: a bilingual and biliterate school located twenty minutes away by way of a chartered bus ride from the convention site. Pictures will give you a glimpse of the power packed program engaging students from grades K-5 in bilingual Spanish and English language lessons dealing with subjects across the curriculum. Some of the classes visited were teacher-guided lessons through the use of Google Classroom technology. Both technology and manipulatives across the curriculum guided each student’s learning through the process of completing many problem-solving tasks. Each member of the faculty explained how the school program engages each student in learning through a bilingual curriculum which includes parental involvement in the process.

The journey of capturing an album of snapshots of educators from across the globe with diverse backgrounds and beliefs collaborating together with the common thread of teaching English or promoting the bilingual classroom enhances the importance of encouraging future educators to attend TESOL International Conventions in order to engage in sharing and learning educational strategies in a global community. The Beverly Benson Travel Grant application process is an annual opportunity for GATESOL members. I encourage all GATESOL members to consider the benefits of applying for the Beverly Benson Travel Grant. The process is a personal learning experience and the outcome is always an opportunity for enriching one’s skills in the grant application process.

If selected, the grant allotment may not always cover all of the convention expenses. However, if fugally planed, one is able to cut some conference costs. There are many strategies that can be implemented to maximize a grant budget. One example deals with rethinking lodging. Lodging could be booked at a lower cost. If needed, taking public transportation to the convention each day will both cut costs and provide another interesting and educational experience. This strategy provided me with the opportunity to attend the finale of the 2019 TESOL Convention, which took place at Georgia’s famous aquarium. This final experience also provided me with a breathtaking backdrop for a magnificent photo shoot of both a diverse population of marine life and the diverse social gathering of educators from across the globe.  

Finally, it is worth mentioning that remembering Beverly Benson, a leader who made a positive difference in GATESOL education, in all of the above experiences makes me extremely grateful as the 2019 recipient of the prestigious GATESOL Beverly Benson Travel Grant.
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TESOL 2019…continued from page 
TESOL participants gathered at Unidos 
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Grants & Awards
Make it your New Year’s resolution to apply for a GATESOL grant or submit an award nomination. There are many options to choose from, so start planning now! Visit gatesol.org for details.

Grant/Award							Amount		Application Deadline
Georgia/Peru Travel Grant					up to $2000		3/1/20
Project & Professional Dev. Grant I (PK-12) 			up to $1000 		4/20/20
Project & Professional Dev. Grant II (Adult & Higher Ed.)	up to $1000		4/30/20
SE TESOL Conference Travel Grant				up to $200		5/15/20
Lindy Lopez-Butner Memorial Grant				up to $1000		9/1/20
Beverly Benson Travel Grant					up to $1500		9/30/20
Community Support Grant					up to $1000		10/20/20
John Stowe Cultural Immersion Grant			up to $2000		12/30/20
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2019 GATESOL Conference Pictures
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Find us on  Twitter &  Facebook!  
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  f acebook. com/GATESOLpeach         @GATESOLpeach      
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WHERE THE WORLD COMES TOGETHER

AA
TESOL

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
& ENGLISH LANGUAGE EXPO

Denver, Colorado, USA « March 31-April 3, 2020
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Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research
Abroad Fellowships

bt oy DOR eiwsConucie Reserchn he i *

The Fulbright Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad (DDRA) Fellowship Program provides
opportunites to doctoral candidates to engage in fullime cissertation research abroad in modern forcign
anguages and area stucies. The program s designed to despen fossarch knowledge and ncreaso the.
study of modern foreign languages, cultral engagement, and area studies not generally incluged in U'S.
curticula

Program Features.
‘Students may request unding to support overseas fesearch fo a period of no less than six months and
70 more than 12 months. Funds support ravel expensas to and from the residence of the fllow and the
ountry or countries of research; maintenance and dependent allowances basod on the location of
fesearch forthe fellow and his or her dependent(s); an allowance for esearchirelated expenses
versoas; and health and accident insurance premius. Projocts may focus on one or mors of the
following geographic areas: Atica, Eas: Asia, Southeas: Asia and the Pacific Isiands, South Asi, the
Noar East, Contral and Easter Europe and Eurasia, and the Wesiorn Hemisphore (excluding the Uniied
Statos and fs torforios),

Eligible Applicants
Instiutions of higher ecucaton (IHES) in the United States are efighie o apply for grants undr this
program. As par o the appiication process, students submit ndividual applications o the IHE. The IHE
tnen suomits alleighie individual studen applicatons wit ts grant application 0 the U.S. Department of
Education. A studont i eigble 0 receive  DDRA fellowship from their IHE f he or sho

+ s ciizen, national, or pormanent residen of the United States;

+ is 2 graduate studont in good stancing atan IHE:

+ is admited to candidacy in a doctoral Gegree program in modern foeign languages and area
studies at that instituton when the fllowship period begins:

« is planning a teaching carcer i the United States upon completon of his o her docoral prograrm;

+ possosses suffcent foreign language skils o carry out the dsseriaion research projoct
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